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SUBJECT: TURKISH GOVERNMENT MAKES CONTACT WITH IMF 

1 . TURKEY HAS MADE CONTACT WITH IMF AND WILL BE SENDING TEAM TO 
WASHINGTON FOR DISCUSSIONS, ACCORDING TO YAVUZ CANVI, DIRECTOR 
GENERAL FOR FOREIGN EXCHANGE, CENTRAL BANK. CANEVI DID NOT KNOW 
DATE WHEN TALKS WILL BEGIN. 
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2. IN PRESS CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 15, HOWEVER, TURKISH FINANCE MINISTER 

ZIYA MUEZZINOGLU, SAID NEGOTIATIONS WILL BEGIN WITH THE IMF 'TN 
THE VERY NEAR FUTURE." PRESS QUOTED MINISTER AS SAYING: "IT 
IS NECESSARY TO GO THROUGH THE IMF TO SOLVE THE FOREIGN-EXCHANGE 
DIFFICULTY. THE MOST APPROPRIATE FORMULA, THE ONE MOST SUITABLE 
TO OUR INTERESTS, HAS TO BE FOUND IN MEETING THIS NECESSITY. 

I THINK THAT THE IMF WILL BE ABLE TO BRING TO OUR PROBLEMS A 
SOLUTION THAT DOES NOT INJURE OUR RESPECTIABILITY. I HAVE TO POINT 
OUT, HOWEVER, THAT WE DO NOT SEE THE IMF AS THE ONLY SOLUTION. 

WE DEPEND ON OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS OUTSIDE THE IMF ALSO. 

HOWEVER, RESOURCES TO COME FROM BILATERAL RELATIONS ARE LIMITED 
AND NOT ENOUGH TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM. 

3. AYSEL OYMEN, NEW DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE TREASURY FOR 
FOREIGN FINANCING, CONFIRMED TO ECON/COM CONSELOR THAT 
ECIVIT GOVERNMENT'S MAJOR CONCERN REGARDING IMF IS THAT FUND 
SHOULD NOT INSIST UPON A LOWER GROWTH RATE THAN GOT COULD ACCEPT. 
OYMEN REMARKED THAT PROGRAM PROPOSED BY IMF TEAM VISITING TURKEY 
LAST FALL WOULD RESULT IN ZERO GROWTH IN FIRST YEAR. SHE COMMENTED 
THAT WHILE IMF TEAM MEMBERS WERE ABLE ECONOMISTS THEY HAD NEVER 
GOVERNED A COUNTRY. 
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